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Topics

04/07/2021

• Why cut the cord?

• How to cut the cord

• Over the air (OTA) 
broadcast

• Popular streaming 
channels & packages

• Smart TVs

• How to compare

• Future technologies
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Current 
Technology

04/07/2021

Why cut the cord?
• Monthly costs are too 

high
• Costs continue to 

increase
• Lack of competition
• Content is tied to service 

provider
• Majority of content is not 

watched, but paid for due 
to “tiers” of service
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How to 
Cut the 
Cord in 
7 Steps 
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#1
Review 

Your 
Cable TV 

Bill

1. Review Your Cable TV Bill 

• Will I owe an early 
termination fee?

• If so, how much is the early 
termination fee?

• Can I avoid paying an early 
termination fee if I keep 
internet service?
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#2 
Get 

Quotes 
for 

Internet 
Service

2. Get Quotes for Internet 
Service 

• Price ($50-$100/mo.)

• Download Speed (200mbps)

• Data Caps 

* Consider buying vs. renting 
equipment (modem & router)
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#3 
Set a 

Streaming 
TV Budget

3. Set a Streaming TV Budget 

An example to keep cost the 
same:

$150 Cable & Internet Bundle 
– $60 Price for Internet Only 

-------

$90 Left for Streaming
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#3 
Set a 

Streaming 
TV Budget

3. Set a Streaming TV Budget 

My example to keep cost the 
same:

$330 Cable & Internet Bundle 
– $80 Price for Internet Only 

-------

$250 Left for Streaming
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#4 
Buy an 
Entry-
Level 

Streaming 
Device

4. Buy an Entry-Level 
Streaming Device 

Roku Premiere 4K

$35

Roku Streaming Stick+4K

$49

Amazon Fire TV Stick 4K

$40

Chromecast with Google TV 4K

$50
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https://amzn.to/3iLm4wl
https://amzn.to/3cjnwEO
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B079QHML21
https://store.google.com/us/product/chromecast_google_tv
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#4 
Buy an

High-end 
Streaming 

Device

4. Buy a High-end Streaming 
Device (Check Budget)

Apple TV 4K
$179.99

Nvidia Shield TV 4K

$149.99 

Roku Ultra (2020)  4K

$94
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https://apple.sjv.io/c/221109/473657/7613?prodsku=MQD22LL%2FA&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.apple.com%2Fus%2Fshop%2Fgo%2Fproduct%2FMQD22&intsrc=CATF_3652&subId1=tomsguide-us-5564908032386404000
https://target.georiot.com/Proxy.ashx?tsid=45724&GR_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB07YP94PBJ%3Ftag%3Dhawk-future-20%26linkCode%3Dogi%26th%3D1%26psc%3D1%26ascsubtag%3Dtomsguide-us-1066938961275907500-20
https://target.georiot.com/Proxy.ashx?tsid=45724&GR_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB08G9TJWW9%3Ftag%3Dhawk-future-20%26linkCode%3Dogi%26th%3D1%26psc%3D1%26ascsubtag%3Dtomsguide-us-1961784790942213400-20
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#5 
Test Out a 

Live TV 
Streaming 

Service

5. Test Out a Live TV 
Streaming Service* 

• YouTube TV $65 85ch

• Sling  TV $35 30ch

• Hulu + Live  TV $65 65ch

• fubo TV $65 100ch

• Philo TV $20 64ch

• Tvision/YoutubeTV $55 85ch

• AT&T  TV $60 65ch

*Most of these TV streaming services offer free trials
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https://tv.youtube.com/
https://www.dpbolvw.net/click-8534498-13713586
https://fxo.co/AWWU
https://fxo.co/AWWV
https://www.kqzyfj.com/click-8534498-13269140
https://tvision.com/
https://www.att.com/tv
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#6 
Cancel 

Cable TV 
Service

6. Cancel Cable TV Service 

• Cancel by phone and call 
early in the day

• If you have a competing 
offer from another 
company, this is the time to 
mention it

• Make sure that you return 
any rental equipment to 
your provider
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#7 
Continue to 
Comparison 

Shop

7. Continue to Comparison 
Shop 

• Streaming services beat 
cable TV on price 

• Streaming services have no 
contracts, you can cancel at 
any time 

• Switch streaming providers 
or pause your subscription 
whenever you want
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DVR Live TV (With Guide)
• Channels DVR (Record on local storage) $8/mo
• Stremium (Record in the cloud) $5/mo
Local Live TV (No antennae; many channels)
• Locast (Free & Donation) $5.50/mo. donation
• Stremium (Free no DVR) Merges subscriptions 

https://getchannels.com/dvr-server/
https://www.amazon.com/FitzyTV-Streaming-TV-Cloud-DVR/dp/B07DFW52P3
https://www.locast.org/
https://www.amazon.com/FitzyTV-Streaming-TV-Cloud-DVR/dp/B07DFW52P3


Over the Air TV
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Over the Air TV

04/07/2021 General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom)

Phoenix Over the Air Station Info (stationindex.com)
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http://www.stationindex.com/tv/markets/phoenix


Clear Stream 2V Antenna

04/07/2021 General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom) 19

https://www.amazon.com/ClearStream-Indoor-Outdoor-Antenna-Mount/dp/B007RH5GZI/ref=sxin_10_ac_d_rm?ac_md=3-2-Y2xlYXJzdHJlYW0gYW50ZW5uYQ%3D%3D-ac_d_rm&cv_ct_cx=outdoor+antenna&dchild=1&keywords=outdoor+antenna&pd_rd_i=B007RH5GZI&pd_rd_r=b730629d-55db-4ae4-92ee-61202e477ffd&pd_rd_w=9pkRQ&pd_rd_wg=WbAwl&pf_rd_p=fe2d64f9-a0d4-4c62-b195-55e240bc5b7e&pf_rd_r=P4GFWXMXV5JCBKCJDQS1&psc=1&qid=1603483958&sr=1-3-12d4272d-8adb-4121-8624-135149aa9081


Clear Stream 4 Antenna
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https://www.amazon.com/Antennas-Direct-ClearStream-Multi-directional-Installation/dp/B008PBTPOI/ref=pd_di_sccai_1/147-2932191-7494566?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B008PBTPOI&pd_rd_r=d2ce4b9b-7e4e-4fda-80ee-cb1bbda0bbef&pd_rd_w=3qnnS&pd_rd_wg=mS7Dc&pf_rd_p=5415687b-2c9d-46da-88a4-bbcfe8e07f3c&pf_rd_r=7Y4ZDRA9J4B1HVXYJSYE&psc=1&refRID=7Y4ZDRA9J4B1HVXYJSYE


360 Degree 4K Antenna
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https://www.amazon.com/Outdoor-Omni-Directional-Reception-Amplified-Resistant-dp-B089LMG6L4/dp/B089LMG6L4/ref=dp_ob_title_ce?th=1


Ultra Thin Indoor Antenna
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https://www.amazon.com/HDTV-Antenna-Amplified-Television-Detachable/dp/B01FUB4ZG8/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=indoor+antenna&qid=1603487114&sr=8-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExOUVLUkVVVzNPUEM4JmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwODc1NDg5TUMyR0lCWVlBMzVSJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTEwMTgyMzAxWDc5UkxaREtXODVXJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==


Antenna Booster & Splitter
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https://www.amazon.com/Port-DTV-Distribution-Amplifier-CDA4/dp/B0082ZJNW6/ref=sr_1_14?crid=10W8CXLNSDHWX&dchild=1&keywords=antenna+booster&qid=1603487294&sprefix=antenna%2Caps%2C240&sr=8-14


Over-the-Air Wi-Fi DVR
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https://www.amazon.com/Fire-TV-Recast-over-the-air-DVR-1TB-150-hours/dp/B074J1GPB8/ref=sr_1_1?crid=JANETBPWKX3L&dchild=1&keywords=fire+tv+recast&qid=1603487512&sprefix=fire+tv+%2Caps%2C218&sr=8-1


Popular
Over-the-Top  

Streaming 
Options

04/07/2021

General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom)

• Amazon Prime Video TV 
($119/year) 

• Apple TV+ ($4.99/month) 
• Disney+ ($7.99/month) 
• HBO Max  ($14.99/month)
• Hulu ($5.99/ month) 
• Netflix ($8.99/month) 
• Paramount+($5.99/month)
• Peacock (Free, $4.99/month) 
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https://www.primevideo.com/
https://www.apple.com/apple-tv-plus/
https://www.disneyplus.com/welcome
https://www.hbomax.com/ways-to-get
https://help.hulu.com/s/article/how-much-does-hulu-cost?language=en_US#plans
https://www.netflix.com/signup/planform
https://www.paramountplus.com/
https://www.peacocktv.com/


Smart TVs

04/07/2021

Pros

• Connected to Internet

• Some services like 
YouTube & Netflix

• Browser on some models

• Built-in apps

• Does not require 
additional box

General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom)
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Smart TVs

04/07/2021

Cons

• Poor quality apps

• Hard-to-use interface

• Services aligned to TV Mfg.

• Updates slow in coming out

• More expensive than without 
features

• Privacy issues; voice/camera

• Not portable; to room/travel
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Smart TVs

04/07/2021

General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom)

Free Apps on Smart TVs & 
Streaming Devices: 
Pluto,  Stirr, Crackle, Tubi, 
XUMO, Distro TV, Redbox, 
Hoopla (access at library) 
IMDB TV, Crunchyroll, 
Kanopy (access at library) 
Locast (local channels) 
Roku Channel (only on 
Roku Devices)
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Internet 
Streaming 
Offerings

04/07/2021

ISPs in the Surprise area:

• Cox Communications

• Century Link

• Zona Wyyerd (new)

• Others 
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https://www.cox.com/residential/home.html
https://www.centurylink.com/home/
https://zonawyyerd.com/
https://www.broadbandsearch.net/service/arizona/surprise


Internet 
Streaming 
Offerings

04/07/2021

Pros

• Greater flexibility

• Viewer suggestions

• Add & remove services 
instantly without penalty

Cons

• Need ISP to work

• If Internet down; no viewing

• May be hard to troubleshoot 
issues

General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom)
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Cable/Satellite 
Offerings

04/07/2021

Pros

• More channels, shows & 
events

• More sports & movies 

Cons

• May require a tier of 
mostly undesired channels

• Poor customer service; but 
only 1 call

• More expensive
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Compare 
Plans 

Offerings

04/07/2021

Items to include in 
comparison

One-time charges

• Set-top box

• DVR box (OTA/Antenna)

• Consolidated remote 
controller

General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom)
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Compare 
Plans 

Offerings

04/07/2021

Items to include in 
comparison

• Monthly charges

• DVR rental

• Channel guide

• Premium channels

• Network subscriptions 
(MLB,NFL, NHL)

• Charge for HD channels

General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom)
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Future 
Technology

04/07/2021

Alternatives to getting 
content

• Over-the-air UHD 
broadcasts

• In-house (5G) cellular 
home network

• Cellular hotspot/modem

• Set-top box

• Smart TV 

• Other subscriptions
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Future 
Technology

04/07/2021

Cater to subscriber needs

• What, when, where you 
want it

• Subscriptions customized 
to viewer desires

• Cloud-based DVR 
capabilities
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Breaking 
News 
Videos

04/07/2021

• 6 Things to Know for Locast

• Locast/Stremium

• Stremium Free – No DVR

• Stremium with DVR Option

• Channels DVR

• Channels DVR Free TV 
Commercial Skip
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKjVB1o0_fY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_B-AVCQknr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nruaKdOOT0&t=213s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8rlY6MFDSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3okaLBcL9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwUEbS_S5KE


Useful 
Videos

04/07/2021

• How to Cut the Cord in 7 
Steps 

• Cord Cutting the EASY 
Way 

• Which Streaming Service 
is the Best in 2021? 

• Cord Cutting Weekly 
(02/12/21) 

• Cutting the Cord in 2021 

General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom) 37

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AzgIXbLMP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qp-xRz0ud6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UPJhaD-xIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtDq_CES9n8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IczBa_NDLw0


Useful Sites

04/07/2021

• Cord Cutting News You 
Can Use 

• Best media streaming 
devices 

• 100 channels compared 

• The best streaming 
devices for 2021 

• Where to get 4K Content 
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http://cordcuttersnews.com/
https://www.techhive.com/article/3187462/best-media-streaming-device.html
https://www.cnet.com/news/youtube-tv-vs-hulu-vs-sling-tv-vs-philo-vs-fubotv-vs-at-t-tv-now-100-channels-live-tv-streaming/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/home-theater/best-streaming-devices/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/home-theater/where-and-how-to-watch-4k-uhd-content/


Useful Sites

04/07/2021

• Guide to streaming video 
(CR) 

• Help to find the best 
streaming service 

• Phoenix TV Channels 

• How to Cut the Cord and 
Never Pay for Cable TV 
Again 

• Compare streaming 
devices 
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https://www.consumerreports.org/streaming-video-services/guide-to-subscription-streaming-video-services/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/home-theater/playstation-vue-vs-sling-tv-vs-directv-now-vs-youtube-tv-vs-hulu-with-live-tv/
https://www.stationindex.com/tv/markets/phoenix
https://clark.com/technology/tvsatellite-cable/cord-cutting-cable-tv-alternatives/
https://techforluddites.com/streaming-media-players-comparison-chart/


Questions???
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Next General 
Meeting

04/07/2021 General Meeting - Cutting the Cord (Zoom)

Is Cyber Security Really 
Important?

Norbert (Bob) Gostischa from the 
APCUG 

Wednesday May 5

2:00pm via Zoom

www.grandcomputers.org 

Thank you for your participation and 
support!
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http://www.grandcomputers.org/

